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He was one of the greatest mathematicians of the 20 th century, who devoted his whole life to 
mathematics. He was Hungarian, born in Budapest and spent much time there, coming back 
regularly, and having his best friends in (or from) Hungary. We are happy that he was a member 
of the Editorial Board of our journal. He was a personal friend of many mathematicians all over 
the world. He is known as the first mathematician who developed the use of probabilistic methods 
in many other fields of mathematics, first of all in number theory. ErdSs liked and proved the 
fact that elementary methods can be useful in different fields of mathematics. His best-known 
contribution was the problem solving and problem posing activity. 
The author of this paper met ErdSs' mother earlier than he met ErdSs himself. It happened 
in 1953, when I was a young mathematician at the Mathematical Institute of the Hungarian 
Academy where Alfred l~nyi  was director. The technical redactor of the Hungarian Acta Math- 
ematicae was ErdSs-n~ni, or Annus n~ni (Aunt Anna). I wrote my first paper and she explained 
to me how to write a good paper. In the Institute, we knew well who ErdSs was, and it was more 
than coincidence that R~nyi tried to help ErdSs' mother. (The political situation in Hungary was 
terrible, e.g., to have a relative in a Western country meant that you were a possible spy!) I and 
many other colleagues met ErdSs himself or the first time in 1955, in Hungary. He was allowed 
to enter the country and leave it. He was possibly the only person with a Hungarian passport 
who had such a "privilege" in those years. As I remember, this permission was organized by his 
friend Gy. Alexits and supported by R~nyi, P. Tur£n, and Gy. HajSs. We knew that ErdSs had 
fundamental results in number theory, probability theory, geometry, real and complex analysis, 
approximation, and interpolation theory. 
In 1959 (or 60?), ErdSs visited Moscow. This was his first visit to the country of Joe (Stalin). 
He stayed there more than one week. R~nyi asked me to help him. In those days, I was a Ph.D. 
student of Kolmogorov. I met ErdSs every day and tried to arrange his program. First of all, 
I was to arrange for him to meet Kolmogorov, who was not informed officially that Erd5s was 
there. When I told him, he said '~¢onderful, he is an ingenious mathematician" and invited him, 
through me, to meet at the Department of Probability Theory. It was a great event in my life to 
see them, both great mathematicians, together. They were happy to see each other. They spoke 
in German, and ErdSs was invited to give a talk to the Moscow Mathematical Society. He agreed 
and his lecture was organized at the Moscow State University in a huge lecture room auditorium. 
His lecture was a success. His English was translated by Safarewich, as in those days, only a 
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few Russian mathematicians spoke English fluently. I am very sorry that I cannot remember the 
exact itle of Erd6s' lecture. He spoke on probabilistic methods in number theory. I learned a lot 
in those days, not only about mathematics, but about history, and about mathematicians all over 
the world. I was very surprised to learn that Erd6s was deeply interested in history and politics, 
but not in classical music. He told me that in the country of Sam (U.S.A.) many mathematicians 
thought hat Kolmogorov in Russia was a pseudonym, the same as Bourbaki n France, i.e., it 
is not a person, but a group of some mathematicians. Erd6s knew Linnik well, who was also 
involved in probabilistic methods in number theory. Linnik was living in Leningrad and so they 
could not meet. For me, it was interesting that Erd6s used his own special anguage: Sam, Joe, 
epsilon (child), slave (man), and boss (woman), 
He left Moscow for China. Later, when I met him again, he mentioned Moscow, and those cold 
but interesting days. He has many friends in many mathematical areas: set theory, combinatorics, 
partition calculus for large cardinals, graph theory, and random graphs. He wrote almost 1500 
papers, many of them with collaborators (more than 450!). 
Erd6s remained single all his life, he owned almost nothing, and he traveled the world with 
two suitcases. His mother died in 1971, and from those days he traveled alone. Erd6s chose to 
be free and he had to make sacrifices. It is not much of a surprise that he was a member of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences and received the greatest award of the Hungarian Government, a 
prize which transcends the academic sphere. He accepted more than twenty honorary degrees and 
memberships in distinguished academies. He never paid much attention to titles or decorations. 
Erd6s began his life in Hungary, in the capital Budapest. He was a child prodigy. He completed 
his studies as a private student, as he was a protected only child (his sisters, ages three and 
five, died when he was born in the hospital). Erd6s graduated from Budapest University (1930- 
34), where he wrote his doctoral dissertation under the supervision of Lip6t Fej~r. He was an 
extraordinary mathematician, and mathematics will not be the same after him. 
